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Bongo language 


Bongo (Bungu), also known as Dor, is a Central Sudanic language 
spoken by the Bongo people in sparsely populated areas of Bahr al 
Ghazal in South Sudan. 

A 2013 survey reported that ethnic Bongo reside in Bussere Boma, 
Bagari Payam, Wau County, South Sudan 


Bongo is tonal language that has the high (a), mid (a), low (a) and 
falling (a) tones. 

All falling tones occur on either long vowels or on vowel clusters or glides . When the tonal fall is not due to 
a preceding high tone, it can be indicated by a high tine followed by a low tone 


Ton 

Example 

Translation 

high 

bu 

hungry 

low 

tii 

Pounded sesame 

falling 

taa Itaal 

when 
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Tone 


Bongo 

Native to 

South Sudan 

Ethnicity 

Bongo people 

Native speakers 10,100 (2000)^ 

Language 

family 

Nilo-Saharan? 

■ Central 
Sudanic 


■ Bongo- 
Bagirmi 


■ Bongo- 
Baka 


■ Bongo 

Language codes 

ISO 639-3 

bot 

Glottolog 

bongl285 (htt 

p://glottolog.o 

rg/resource/lan 


guoid/id/bongl2 
85) PI 


Numerals 


Bongo has a guinary-vigesimal numeral system J 4 ' 



























Number 

Bongo word 

1 

katu 

2 

ngfir 

3 

mut:a 

4 

?£W 

5 

mui 

6 

dakatu 

7 

dang 31 " 

8 

damut:a 

9 

dam?£w 

10 

ki: 

11 

ki(da:) katu 

12 

ki(da:) ng^r 

13 

ki:'(da:) mut:a 

14 

ki(da:) ?£w 

15 

ki(da:) mui 

16 

ki(da:) dakatu 

17 

ki(da:) danger 

18 

ki:'(da:) damut:a 

19 

ki:'(da:) dam?£w 

20 

mbaba katu 

21 

mbaba katu da: kDtu 

22 

mbaba katu da: ng^r 

23 

mbaba katu da: mut:a 

24 

mbaba katu da: ?£w 

25 

mbaba katu da: mui 

26 

mbaba katu da: dakatu 

27 

mbaba kDtu da: dang3r 

28 

mbaba katu da: damut:a 

29 

mbaba katu da: dam?£w 

30 

mbaba kDtu da: ki: 

40 

mbaba rjg^r 

50 

mbaba ng^r da: ki : 

60 

mbaba mut:a 


70 



mbaba mut:a da: ki: 


80 

mbaba ?£w 

90 

mbaba ?£w da: ki : 

100 

mbala mui 

200 

mbaba mui da: mui 

1000 

mbuda katu 

2000 

mbuda ggar 


Scholarship 


The first ethnologists to work with the Bongo language were John Petherick, who published Bongo word 
lists in his 1861 work, Egypt, the Soudan, and Central Africa ; Theodor von Heuglin, who also published 
Bongo word lists in Reise in das Gebiet des Weissen Nil, &c. 1862-1864 in 1869; and Georg August 
Schweinfurth, who contributed sentences and vocabularies in his Linguistische Ergebnisse, Einer Reise 
Nach Centralafrika in 1873.^ E. E. Evans-Pritchard published additional Bongo word lists in 1937.^ 

More recent scholarship has been done by Eileen Kilpatrick, who published a phonology of Bongo in 
1985. [7] 
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Further reading 


■ A Small Comparative Vocabulary of Bongo Baka Yulu Kara Sodality of St Peter Claver, Rome, 
1963. 

■ A Reconstructed History of the Chari Languages - Bongo - Bagirmi - Sara. Segmental 
Phonology with Evidence from Arabic Loanwords. Linda Thayer, University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign, 1974. Typewritten thesis 309 pages. Copy held by J.A. Biddulph 
(Africanist publisher, Joseph Biddulph, Pontypridd, Wales). 


External links 






■ Bongo at Gurtong (http://www.gurtong.net/Peoples/PeoplesProfiles/Bongo/tabid/187/Default.as 

px) 

■ The Jesus Film in Bongo (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DkajcuiRJWM) 

■ Bongo at WALS Online (http://wals.info/languoid/lect/wals_code_bgo) 


Retrieved from "https://en.Wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Bongo_language&oldid=963006657" 


This page was last edited on 17 June 2020, at 07:40 (UTC). 

Text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License; additional terms may apply. By using 
this site, you agree to the Terms of Use and Privacy Policy. Wikipedia® is a registered trademark of the Wikimedia 
Foundation, Inc. , a non-profit organization. 




